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The Stone Buddhas With The Straw Hats” (LLF [ H-#ujis))
ZHERWT, BRI T Y AMER EERIED D7D Dk v

[CAZH RO T— AR LEEDESLORD S,

ﬂﬁj%ﬂﬂé&%ﬁ%b,;AﬁﬁwaT%&@%%%éﬁfﬁ<$&T%6 ES
, —EIOFFETKREOEY 7E2HTIHHLOEFET,

ARIOESF T, FEAAD

BREACEIDHBEZHFIZLEE / v 7B Y25, £, FIEQIIFELRY T2 s LWEE Z8IE - FiA
T35 TEAAIE] LW bDICOVWTHE LWHANLD LB L TBEZW, EEMEVICEL TT, HBICE b 5F

HIZOWTHRT 5,

i U ® K

AITED TIEWCER S A [ARR, BifED [ YHug) &
EHEIRFERFEa I 2 = — v a3 VRO FEREIH “The
Peach Pits” D722, KROPESL CTh ot NE
EFALELOTHS Y, £LT, HifEd “An 01d Man
And The Cherry Blossom” (B THERERR XA ) FIKE,
SEOFEHTHHEDO AN, HBZNENLOMHKSES
B, S HICHBDOTGENELBRE LN, A =1 —
AR SE, VT UAEHENTELILET, JifETH
W L7oA Y T - A2 U7 N ORI SIE A IO
EnfborBbns?, £, UTFTHRRLHIELED
EONOH LWVRAIZL - T, MAZETIHEREG O [
FEAR « HARTMLEE THEBbZ2, £V UF s
TIIOHARIETHZENTELELO LR S, HHIC
T, BEAVCIL 27 DT NOFAMERHRL TR

ER AN

1 72¥ [yl moh

07T4E 7 AIZI0OND A 3 —T THEKRR ) %8 U714,
BIMDOANBEN 6 NZHioTz, Z0Hiz, [FFE12A DR
EIZWT T, D ANBTEHAEY 26 b Oz Bk
WY B2 0ERE Tz, BHAMOREEGT D72
HIE, 064127 I L, A THEY L7z THEE &
Al S TENE B2, T8 23 ICEER
JERZHO DEENEOMEN ZRE L, THERFR S Al
I, BR2FEADOEKBEMAZ VT NE LT, RE
BRUREOSXHBORBMEEZZEICAN LR LENL LD
Thollew, BERBR2ERO 1FEAENEEE LD
F—LIITD LM RENEHE L2720 Th 2,

ZORRREHND, 6 ATHERZ2MEET, o8l



62

e £ K Z

27 VT MERTRVMA THRIZNoT2, EARNITK
D VD LEROE/ 7] ZWRRICL T LDHEE L
T [V IR BT, BRIAD EICDIE-T,
HEAZBEFIMY S22 WIS, A7 VS M EeEE
IR TH Y, B LA VT MEEL HEIC
LoTiE, ROVFEDHLZICRD DL Bbhiz, &
DI, FNZRBBHAMN TBLWEA] & [BIEH
SAh] ODZANEFTHAI20, BEOREIZBWNT, W
S EINRER RSB E T R DD DINEE XN T
bD, ZORENRAENT A, LT Tk 5 [T A=)
Thd,

2—-1 [ZA=H] EFE

BMEEI [HVHRVGE) I2XbDTHD, EE9
I THVHERVEE BNHoTZZORMETHY,
HEiCThH D, BMEHEOIFER “fairy tale” OFEKITITL,
(9% VO LDETHD, Fe, FHICHENE D
THOHCHLELLT, HEEF LI BEbNINE
HbExbo, [ZAZM) LiX, 20 TH ARV 5
WE B2 LW GEE R EGEV T AL —F —IZ,
“Wait a minute!” (Hxo&fFolz!) & 2R
EAN, TL—2—L ORI THELRVIRLAZNS,
ANTHEY ZHHE LTI FIETH D,

[y i) OFFICS, #E LORBICXRITT, Tk
LA & T8 0iAR ] 2 AN BRDETRH Y,
FERRIZEKDONZ 7 VT MRV IAATND, LT3
OFZESRR LN, TZAZM) ofiHznz 5, £
TIE, —FEENOLE IO,

2—2 [ZA=H] FHp01

Narrator: A long time ago, there was a poor old
couple, Ojee—san & Obaa—san. They were so poor
that they did not even have a piece of rice cake
to celebrate New Year’s Day. Since it symbolized
good health and longevity just as it does today
it was customary to eat some rice cake on the very
first day of the new year. The couple needed to

earn some money in order to buy pieces of rice

cake. It was on New Year' s Eve that they decided
to go into town and sell the straw hats that Obaa-—

3
san made. °’
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Lefty: Wait a minute! Hold it, will you? Don’t
they have a son or two who might come back home
to look after his aging parents? This is the time
for a family reunion, isn’t it? Time for all the
family members to spend some time together at
their old homestead. Where are they? How come
they are not here with the old couple?
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Lefty: <pii H%> + « «This is why I'm out here to

face you directly and to tell you how illogical
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and irrational, and therefore, uneducational this
story is. You'd better stop telling this story
right now.
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Narrator: Oh, dear, it sounds really serious.
Well, you should know it’s just a fairy tale that
we are dealing with here. Fairy tales are the
stories for children, not for a grown-up adult
like yourself, 1 mean, ourselves. You don’t
have to give too much attention to the logical
consistency of a story, or anything of that sort,
as long as children can draw a moral or two from
the story. And the lesson this story tries
to give kids is “Be thoughtful about even an

inanimate object, “ and its corollary is “One who

«

is kind to others is sure to be rewarded
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Lefty: Wait a minute, my dear. It’s fine that
kids can learn a lesson or two from this story.
That’ s great! But, you see, the bad lessons that
they may learn from this particular story will
outnumber the good ones. This is what I’ ve been
concerned about! As I just wondered minutes ago
where is their son now? Kids might think it’s OK
to leave an old couple alone with nothing much to
eat. They might die from hunger in a week. You
know what? This kind of abuse of elderly persons

might constitute a crime in the State of Oregon,

USA. This is not very thoughtful, is it?
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Lefty: <Hiil&> Are you saying the old couple
monopolized all that stuff all for themselves?
Well, you know, this is something common to many
Japanese fairy tales. Have you ever thought
of that? Why didn’t the couple share what they
gained with other folks in the village? There
may be some others desperately in need of food. I
strongly urge the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology to put a complete
ban on telling this story to children.
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Righty: And this is the end of our version of Kasa
Jizo, or the Stone Buddhas with the straw hats.
Oh, just a moment. Before we close the show, I
wanna ask you one thing: why didn’t you throw cold
water when the story was telling about the Buddha
statues bringing all that stuff? It was the most
irrational part of the story
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Lefty: Well, that’s because we don’t call it
irrational; we call it fantasy. And mixing up the
two would be a serious intellectual miscalculation
and is therefore highly irrational. And if you do
not accept those fantasies, we will have no fairy
tales in which to play a part.
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Ojee-san: Hi, everyone, good to see you again.
My hats didn’t sell.

Nobody needed a hat, even when I offered a 25%

Um, I should apologize.
discount. It turned out that I'm not able to
leave you anything. I'’m awfully sorry. You must
be starving.

Oh, sorry! I didn’t recognize your heads are
covered with the snow. It must have been cold
with the snow on your head like this for a long
time. OK, I’ve just brushed off the snow. What?
Put the hat on? Is anybody around here? Someone
said “Put the hat on,” or so I heard. The voice
sounded familiar to my ears. Is it Taro? You
said, “Put the hat on?” You should have worn a
hat.

Put the hat on what? Right, on the heads of
the statues. Well, I humbly apologize for my
lack of courtesy, because I'm putting on each of
you a hat that’s left unsold. Yet, they are good
enough to keep off the snow. OK, here you go. All

right, you look good with a hat on. Now, vyou
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You’re looking good, too. Great. And you. Hey, a
handsome little Buddha. And the last —— Sorry,
I’m running out of hats. Um, well, you might not
like it, but this is all I can offer you: my head
cloth. Well, I guess I should start moving. Take
care, everyone. Good bye & good night.
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Ojee-san: Well, you may be right, the boys. Ever
since they passed away that summer 50 years ago,
the boys have never failed to visit us during the
Bon Festival and New Year’ s Day.
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Obaa-san: Has it been 50 years now, honey? Time
sure flies. We lost our two sons in just a week one
summer. Our younger son Jiro died first after he
was stung by a huge wasp.
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Ojee-san: His elder brother Taro, a brave fighter,
who was with Jiro when he was stung, peed on his
younger brother, in an attempt to neutralize the

wasp poison. Unfortunately, the pee didn’t work
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as it didn’t contain ammonia, as people are often
led to believe it does. Jiro died after suffering
from anaphylaxis.
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Obaa-san: Only a few days after Jiro s sudden
death, his elder brother Taro also died, as if he
kept his promise to always be with his younger
brother as Taro used to say to Jiro.
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Ojee-san: Taro suffered from sunstroke.
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Obaa-san: The boy hated to put a hat on even on a
hot summer day.
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Lefty: No. It’s not what you just said. It’s the
number of the statues that matters. There ought
to be six Bodhisattvas all together, but I see
only four of them. What happened to the other
two? Don’t tell me they are having a snowball
fight or something out there. Anyway, this is a
serious distortion of the Buddhist teachings that
talk about the six divisions of the possible
states of rebirth.
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