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abstract

Thirty 3-, 4-, and 5-year-old’s were individually interviewed to find out if they develop in ways of
moral judgment similar to the Genevan children in Switzerland.

Piaget (1932/1965) asked the children between the age of six and fourteen, wether it is worse to tell
a lie to an adult or to another child. Young children consistently replied that it is worse to tell a lie
to an adult. Piaget called it as Moral realism.

One type of Moral realism is defined in terms of the material result and the heteronomy to adults
and the other in terms of motives and the autonomy. Like the Genevan children, Moral judgment of
the Japanese preschoolers were found to begin with Moral Realism. We cannot divide the
developmental stages clearly according to the age of the children. However, it cannot be denied that

Moral Realism diminishes as the child grows older.
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