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Development of Reading Notion
about a Written Kana-sentence in 3-5 year olds.
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Abstract

This study, inspired by Ferreiro's and Kamii's research, examined Japanese-Speaking
children’ s notions about segments of a written kana—sentence. In individual interviews, 75
three to five—year-olds uttered the sentence, K& 5 ZAM F—i% F9FF, and
watched it being written by the interviewer. After writing the sentence, the interviewer
asked questions about each word—whether or not it was written and, if it was, where it was
written.

Four distinct levels were found in children’s responses. At level 1 the children could not
segment the whole spoken sentence into words. At level 2 the children thought that only
content words were written. At level 3 the children made correspondences between spoken
words and written segments by focusing on the order in which the words were spoken. At
level 4 the children used some knowledge of letter—sound correspondence to identify written

segments.
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