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“Bigger, you should have tried to understand, She was acting toward you only as she knew how.”. ..
“Well, I acted toward her only as [ know how. She was rich. She and her kind own the earth. She
and her kind say black folks are dogs. They don’t let you do nothing but what they want....”

“Aw, I don’t know, Mr. Max. White folks and black folks is strangers. We don’t know what each
other is thinking, Maybe she was trying to be kind ; but she didn’t act like it. To me she looked and
acted like all other white folks....”*
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He stood with his knees slightly bent, his lips partly open, his shoulders stooped ; and his eyes held
a look that went only to the surface of things. There was an organic conviction in him that this was

the way white folks wanted him to be when in their presence. ®

F /2% D—J57C Dolton KAITHIZF S12 [7 A Y A DO NEMEIIL SIS | BFELEM% 3 5, Dolton
it Bigger B3 0 CBEAICEb - 7o 2 L CRALIRICES Lo 2 & &.0BE L T“If you had a job, would
you steal ? "8 LIRICEETERNL L, TN & FHELRED Wright © BZRY/NH Black By (1945) T
PRTVED, 22 TONFy—FEIOVWZOEMIIKH LT, HFOBALEERLETLE ). £
LTHIZLTO L) iIcmoTTwa,

Then I recalled hearing that white people looked upon Negroes as a variety of children,... If I had
been planning to murder her, 1 certainly would not have told her, I certainly, she no doubt realized
it. Yet habit had overcome her rationality and had made her ask me : Boy, do you stal ?” Only an

idiot would have answered : Yes, ma’ ma. I steal.”’
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The white South said that it knew “niggers” and I was the white South called a “nigger.” Well, the

white South had never known me-never known what I thought, what I felt, ®
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I am an invisible man.... I am invisible, understand, simply because people refuse to see me....
Nor is my invisibility exactly a matter of a bio-chemical accident to my epidermis. That invisibility
to which I refer occurs because of a peculiar disposition of the eyes of those wite whom I come in

contact. 1°
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