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Abstract

We have found that the homestay students tend to be slightly more improved in listening
comprehension and the knowledge of conversational expressions than non-homestay students.

This paper aims to determine whether there is any relationship between the results of JACET
Basic Listening Comprehension Test and those of the questionnaires concerning home-stay students’
self-estimation of their English ability, their attitude toward learning the language, and their
“international-mindedness.” It also attempts to list reasons for the differences in homestay student
participation in conversation. It therefore is concerned with the creating of a vocabulary to cover
communicative features which are essentially the same features developed for creativity tests of
divergent thinking abilities. The final aim is to compare high school homestay students with junior

high school homestay students, based on the questionnaire.
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IV. The Oral Test :
Teaching students to say what you want to hear ---

1 Abstract
Communicative language acquisition consists of the manipulation and transformation of the most
disparate linguistic abilities: grammatical competence, discourse competence, sociolinguistic
competence. It is dependent on pronunciation which is the vocalization and imitation of sound.
At each step of competence there is a creative opportunity at one of the disparate points. These
creative opportunities tend to cause stress which creates physical tensions, poor pronunciation,
memory loss, hesitation and retrogression to elementary linguistic forms and low levels of action.
Creative crisis can be eased with such props as friends, the memo, and the use of multiple

textbooks. Teaching practice with tapes includes how to control voices, bodies, materials, partners
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and a group in order to obtain a sample which is ratable with sustained production and creativity.

2 Test Purpose

The focus of this chapter is a study on an EFL oral interview and a subsequent questioning of
communicative ideas and classroom study to prepare the students for further testing.

The need for evaluation of the homestay experience provided the initial thought of trial tests in
tasks of communication, emphasizing language with the purpose of conveying information. The
test’s main emphasis was on open-ended, spontaneous responses as well as hearing, sound-
pronunciation differentiation and an awareness of expressions. Listening comprehension, reading
and pictures were the catalysts for taped oral production. To communicate, the students were to
provide some words, sentences and groups of sentences; each student having some information he
wanted to share with a listener, both having a choice with a real task. Interest, quick action, real
topics, real time and for the better ones real language were the aim. Because of the tester
expectation variances and the actual test environment new ways for learning communicative
divergency had to be made.

A further area of interest was a grammar and content relation to communicative skills and a

scale and list of items were devised to check these.

Fig. 5 Marking Criteria-Schemes
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Although we were looking for communication, divergent thinking, and spontaneous answers, an

objective test with a choice of grammar-based answers was also used.

3 Results

Japanese put great faith in the concept of meet-a-foreigner and to a large extent have built the
homestay program into a big business. Since this experience of travel, however, is only of short
duration the measurable differences in conversational achievement is likely to be small but changes
do occur In attitude, internationalness and listening skills as well. It was our intention to find some
differences in English attainment in the “before” and “after”.

What you expected. What he did. What he would do later. The Subjects!

The students used were all in the English department of a small junior college in a country area,
with very few of them having had foreign teachers or travel. They were from middle-class
country-urban Japanese families of rather mixed social backgrounds. In all, 130 students, eighteen
to twenty, were tested and a wide ability range was present.

Summer vacation was spent by the subjects, then, with two types of activities, one in California
with the homestay program and the other in Japan being Japanese. When the tapes were listened
to it was soon found that the quantity of spontaneous output was too small to measure as was
planned. Novice sometimes meant nothing at all.

Disregarding test design because many items had been considered in great detail, the course of
action was to find some reasons for the unratableness while definite improvement was being seen
in class. As an alternative to reading more books brainstorming was used. When ideas seemed to
be exhausted there was clear indication that the innovativeness of language learning was in direct
line with the first space venture—which wasn’t American. The IQ test was quickly changed to find
people with greater potential in a call for creative scientists. What happened then we are just
realizing in the open-ended answer. Before, IQ tests had spontaneous answers but these were
changed to a choice of some items which made it faster to mark but also created a test of the
divergent ability. Thus, communicative language techniques are creativity test components. In the
past students were challenged with IQ test preparation built into textbooks and lectures. Now
students are faced with the challenge of creativity-divergent thinking preparation built into text-
books and lectures. There is the supposition that both IQ and creativity can improve with learning
meaning that the world is for those who get a chance to be learned.

Every task then is a consideration of convergent or divergent ability. What has been seen in our
students is a blending of these aspects of thought at low proficiency or high tension; and most likely
this is also true at low IQ, in the beginner, in writing as well as in speaking. This being true, if it
be true, such sensitivity as stage fright, avoidance and stress has changed the spontaneous flexibility
to appear to be completely absent in the tape samples because this demand for original ideas

lowered fluency.
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4 Communicate Ideas to Others—Think/Test/Communicate

Communicative learning is concerned with ideas vs mechanical manipulation. Visualizing to
compose or think of a new approach; understanding cause and effect, making a summary or
drawing a picture under certain circumstances; knowing ideas and vocabulary to make lists,
checking the best or defining in a new way; not to mention telling the facts from the opinions or
asking if it will work and judging the quality and then challenging the statement are all much
different from who, when, what, where and why questions.

The memo began with a reversed cloze passage where the deleted words were used instead. At
times words were given with the request of a simple story, at other times students were given the
whole task of finding words and telling a story. This method resulted in an independence of
approach but if they wrote sentences they didn’t attend to the problem and didn’t gain in proficiency.
The students using only words in an ordered list began to speak and sustained production could be
measured. This memo can bring in details from life and their textbooks such as verb tense, proper
names and dates as well as establish a basis for a formal outline and then be a form of self-
evaluation through self-need. Using a memo the students became more efficient with their prepara-
tion in role play situations as well as in their individual attempts to finish a story. It was also found
that students took a shorter time to read, find ideas and respond with summarizing to academic

passages found in current oral reading tests.

5 Knowledge is a full moon:---

Listening to tapes is a very time consuming and physically taxing experience. Plus, global interest
doesn’t encourage a student to speak out adventurously nor a teacher to be innovative. Listening
was done with a small cassette player and earphone and then with a headset but both methods made
clear the LL equipment company warnings that twenty minutes at one time is the maximum one can
endure with headset devices and concentrated listening. Stiff joints, sensitive spots at the contact
points and a ravenous appitite ensued. Listening in while tapes are being made, research, impression
marking to spot-check such items as pronunciation and grammar is perhaps all a teacher can be
expected to manage.

Using tapes with a memo won’t be discontinued since any encouragement at sustained production
is important because spontaneous thus creative improvement endures. In the latter part of a sample
more creative and good ideas are found in the advanced student even if the low proficiency student
retrogresses to reproducing a dialogue from a textbook to fill the time limit. The student takes
notes and makes a record of what is on the tape. There is a deadline and a certain amount due at
a deadline creates the test feeling of timed execution and special places for the production of
deliberate material on a variety of problems on tapes from books, pictures and friends. It is
positively a fact that spontaneous answers make the many foundations for retrogression.

Because some students feel more at ease in a test when they bring small memos and a lot of

belongings while sitting as closely as possible to their friends, this has been built into the lessons and
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of course the tests. In addition, since the actual test is a set time, as much time as needed can be
used to prepare. The response though original must be a part of reality, of some amount, intending
to alter, introduce, change or evaluate. Creative tests ask not new solutions alone but problems,
endings for fables, the finding of hidden shapes to single out the important, word definitions and
redefinitions, and the uses of an object in a new light; all of which can be moralistic, humorous or
sad.

Highly creative and intelligent students can work quickly, happily and can appear to be having
fun with their friends and not working as hard as some others. This playing around has suggested
games. When we enjoy thinking and learning, this looking like fun-and-games, we all should play;
many things being learned through friends, creatively, more efficiently than by being taught.
Although referred to as games, game-like structure with task order can be used by teachers to
manipulate students. A game includes such features as dominance, self-control, need to win, time
pressure, playfulness, complexity, disorder into order and the bizarre, all of which can be more
simply arranged among friends. Self-rating, self-actualization and communication with others

provide for confidence. Friends.

6 A Collection of Impression Marking Observations

Unfortunately a few homestay students have experienced some disappointments, frustrations and
shock at being made aware of their own abilities and achievements and seem to be discouraged and
unable to grow in English. They have become the “I-can’t-speak-student.”-The problems seem to
be ones of shyness, low-proficiency, reticence, quietness, anxiety, subdued manner, culture shock,
caution, inability to relate and express experiences and a general failure to contribute to the
communicational exchange. Other horhestay returnees, strangely, have become satisfied with their
own success and show little desire to learn new language and are happy to remain at a low level
of proficiency.

It is with great pleasure that we have watched the growth of most homestay returnees whose
work is easily distinguished from that of other students. They have a zeal that makes them work,
uninfluenced by their classmates. They show a lack of anxiety about nonconformist responses,
outcome, mode of expression and vocalization.

Looking into the student homestay reports and English achievement, the homestay experience
shows many positive features of communicative language teaching theories: +humanistic +infor-
mal +task-oriented +learner-centered relavance +communicatively based real language including:
explanations, clarifications, rules, tasks, elicitation, listener—listening, different but definite ideas,
unrehearsed exchanges, and visualizing—images. These lucky students are encouraged to reach out,
adjust to certain standards and then create their own standards.

Returnees closely identify themselves with English materials, textbooks and movies. Such an
attitude is essential because the content relates to the communicative expression of their personal

experiences. Their human spirit, thinking and emotions become one in unlimited qualities or within
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a restricted boundary or in relationships of different significance. Within each, this multiple of
events becomes one. This oneness is the connection to the not yet; the not yet found, heard of, seen,
formed, or learned communication, which is the original response. This ability to produce creatively
is the main difference between speaker and nonspeaker, and obviously, man and animal.

Homestay students learn to be creative in verbal, visual, associative, ideational and expressional
areas. They display independence of judgement, approach, thought and action. They work unsuper-
vised with self-initiated learning, taking-over, organizing and questioning. There is a sensitivity to
problems, attitudes, interpersonal relationships and a critical awareness with some rebelliousness
and exhibitionism. Most important is a tolerance of ambiguity, acceptance of uncertainty, a
have-a-go ease, making of openings, taking risks and seeking wide categories. Originality, diversity,
variety, quantity with quality, insight, novelty, altering of ideas, freedom of expression or interests,
spontaneous responses, producing surprise and smiles make it pleasant in class. Certainly, creative
communicativeness, fluency, rhythm, hesitation, number and speed, complexity of syntax, appro-
priateness, correctness, expression, word choice, {it, vocabulary, pronunciation, sound differentia-
tion, style and structure confirm their ability to manipulate language with elaboration and flexibil-
ity

Along with creativity it is the aspect of persistence that homestay returnees possess. This
persistence leads to a stability in their level of expression. This stability of repetition allows the
student to repeat language with limited error and retrogression.

Finally when homestay students faced their own experiences and found their own ideas to be of
value they could take responsibility for what they were doing. They developed the self-confidence
to think, to test, and to seek the establishment of communication with others. They enjoyed
consciously being a part of the group. This belongingness led to self-identification and cooperation.
An identity with others grew into empathy; I and someone else sharing an emotional, spatial
relationship. This openness to experience grew into leadership with objectivity. The wonderful
result is intellectual growth and the desire to go ahead. To learn.
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