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; but a calm plea for the removal of unjust laws and artificial restrictions, so

that the possibilities of her nature may have room for full development, . . !
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On one side we hear that woman’s position can never be improved until women
themselves are better ; and on the other, that women can never become better until
their position is improved——until the laws are made more just, and a wider field opened
to feminine activity. . . . But we want freendom and culture for woman, because
subjection and ignorance have debased her, and with her, Man; for—

If she be small, slight-natured, miserable,
How shall men grow ? ¢
Viola Meynell 1% Romora DF T “It is clear that George Eliot’s ideal of a woman'’s character
was an innovation in her own day.”3 ERRXTBN, O g—v = VF, VIBHEDLIERDOFT
THERA T %o IMICHDEIREI N, BHEATHA S L TLLUUDOETH D, LI ILE
TEHEHERL P GEEV IR, BORBED TP, L2L, “HPEBLARYHETIL TP R
BXEXT, HBALAMLOE LTHRE BOL ORMAELC LTk B,

U4 2 b Y THIRREORRERO TS, .. Hb%. . B L LOTELEETIIZLA
Eilshoteg . ..



George Eliot: Victorian Women and Her Heroines(1)

BHC R DA B LT, oS O AMRR Y » HE DE—DBE, FhiLE
THY, EEEOBROBTHFINIELBEE ) “EORETH ol

LB ERLUNMCERERDOFEO VR, X > TLBEHROEFRDOTELVERI,
LD BIRERC BT 2RBEFREOEESI MAINE L oERicks T, toACoBEYEZ 3
ETBe e vRHOEMLE D MR $REEN B ROTTIIRAETS - T, Zhd D\
BRI DH 2o P a—v =04, ML TEHER] & TREMW] L0 TEHRW] 2R vb
oo

+ there must, one reflects, be something more important to say about the moral
seriousness of George Eliot’s novels ; otherwise she would hardly to be the great novelist

6
one knows her to be.
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Thus women of that time, which being urged to think themselves only relationally,
were also, by the very nature of the metamorphosing societies in which they lived, being
challenged to the creation of themselves as persons with separate and interesting
destinies. These two virtually antithetical impulses shaped the early years of the Victorian
girl.8
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., motherhood was celebrated with unprecedented intensity in the 19th century.

., in the Victorian era bureaucrats and politicians fostered the idea of the personal
family and stressed the social responsibilities of the “Republican Mother,” breeder of
citizens. The good mother, like the submissive and sexually pleasing wife, had her role
to play in this new ideology by seeing to it that the family remained strong and
intact, a bastion against social upheaval as well as a pillar of the state. Influential
women writers, too, seeking a worthy role for women in a changing world, celebrated

motherhood, .
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“Oh, mother,” said Maggie, in a vehemently cross tone, “I don't want to do my
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patchwork.”

“ It’s foolish work,” said Maggie, with a toss of her mane “tearing things to pieces to
13
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sew’em together again.. . .
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lawyers, she would. It’s the wonderful thing.” (p.15)&¢E 5,
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. . but with a sense of clearness and freedom, as if she had emerged from a wood

into the open plain. (p.57)
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Nevertheless, it was a very happy fortnight to Maggie, this visit to Tom. She was
allowed to be in the study while he had his lessons, and in her various readings got

very deep into examples in the Latin grammar. . . . (p.139)
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“I think Philip Waken seems a nice boy, Tom,” she said, when they went out of the
study together into the garden, to pass the interval befor dinner.“He couldn’t choose his
father, you know ; and I've read of very bad men who had good sons, as well as good
parents who had bad children. And if Philip is good, I think we ought to be the more

sorry for him because his father is not a good man. You like him, don’t you?” (p.165)
F-R 8N Tom 1 Mr. Wakem ~OEEA*E ¥ 55MH Th, Maggie DIEL &b b,
There was a dead silence as Tom’s pen moved along the paper : Mrs. Tulliver looked

scared, and Maggie trembled like a leaf.

“Now let me hear what you've wrote,” said Mr. Tulliver. Tom read aloud, slowly.

“Now write write as you’ll remember what Wakem'’s done to your father, and you’ll
make him and his feel it, if ever the day comes. And sign your name Thomas
Tulliver.

“Oh, no, father, dear father ! ” said Maggie, almost choked with fear. “You shouldn’t
make Tom write that.”

“Be quiet, Maggie ! ” said Tom. “I shall write it.” (P.249)
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She thought it was part of the hardship of her life that there was laid upon her the
burthen of larger wants than others seemed to feel——that she had to endure this wide
hopeless yearning for that something, whatever it was, that was greatest and best on
this earth. She wished she could have been like Bob, with his easily satisfied ignorance,
or like Tom, who had something to do on which he could fix his mind with a steady

purpose, and disregard everything else. (p.269)

“Because you are a man, Tom, and have power, and can do something in the world.”

“Then if you can do nothing, submit to those that can.” (p.326)
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But soon other words rose that could find no utterance but in a sob : “Forgive me,
Stephen ! It will pass away. You will come back to her.”

She took up the letter, held it to the candle, and let it burn slowly on the hearth.
Tomorrow she would write to him the last word of parting.

¢TI will bear it, and bear it till death.. . . But how long it will be before death comes !
I am so young, so healthy. How shall I have patience and strength? Am I to struggle

and fall and repent again ?——has life other trials as hard for me still ?” (p.485)

Maggie 2% - & b & LIcIET, “With that cry of despair, Maggie fell on her knees against
the table, and buried her sorrow-stricken face.” (p.485) Z LT “Oh God, if my life is to be
long, let me live to bless and comfort. . . ” (p.486) &\~ 7cHRHEBEKLHE LFR T E T, Maggie
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Philip & DBEAfRTiX, “I would choose to marry him. I think it would be the best and highest
love for me. . . ,” (p.413) “. . . to Philip——to her own better soul.” (p.416)THH,
Stephen & Tit, “temptation”, “I would rather die than fall into that terhptation.” (p.422) &
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Then——the pity of it, that a mind like hers should be withering in its very youth
like a young forest tree, for want of the light and space it was formed to flourish in !
(p.289-10)
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+ +——to tell Stephen that her whole heart was Philip’s. But her lips would not
utter that and she was silent. (p.422)
And when something like that fulness of existence—love, wealth, ease, refinement, all

that her nature craved——was brought within her reach, - + - (p.432)
Was that existence which tempted her the full existence she dreamed ? (p.432)
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